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UEM MORNING INTERNATIONAL
DEVOTION: JUNE 17th, 2026.

Theme: Understanding our Christian
identity as a new being: A fundamental
key for the success of the Church mission

(2 Corinthians 5: 16-21).

Prepared and presented by Pastor Amavie Blaise KOUANA NANA
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| was opportuned and blessed to be one of the participants in the Global

Mission Consultation jointly organized in Karongi-Rwanda from November 26 to
December 1 by three international mission organizations, that is: the Council for
World Mission (CMW), the Community of Churches in Mission (CEVAA), and
the United Evangelical Mission (UEM).

It was really a wonderful moment during which we examined the influence
of colonialism on the church mission and pointed out the decline of the mission
as a very big challenge to be overcome by the church in today world context.

This Global Mission Consultation was a space of collective discernment,
lament, hope, and imagination. It was a gathering of voices across traditions and
contexts to reframe mission not as conquest or charity, but as “God’s healing
movement toward justice, reconciliation, and new creation”.

| am very grateful to the UEM for inviting me and completely covering the
costs of my participation in this conference.

| am so happy to be part of the UEM International Morning Devotion and
to share the word of God with you this morning.

Our meditation today is about the understanding of our Christian identity
as a fundamental key for the success of the church’s mission.

| believe that the misunderstanding or ignorance of our Christian identity is
one of the main causes of the decline of the mission.

There are many Christians today who live on the sidelines of their true
inheritance in Christ. This reminds me of the story of a man who had to fly for the
first time. He didn’t know that the ticket he bought for the trip included a meal on
board the plane. During the flight, he refused to take the meal served by the flight
attendant because he thought he had to pay a lot of money for it.

This such of situation is pointed out in the book of Ecclesiastes as follows:
“lI have seen slaves on horseback while noblemen go on foot like slaves”
(Ecclesiastes 10: 7).

There are a lot of people who claim to be Christians, but whose behavior
can't motivate anyone to become a Christian. In our dear and beautiful country,
Cameroon, for example, where corruption is widespread and persistent, many of
those who engage in bribery, fraud, embezzlement of public funds, nepotism and
favoritism, are members of the church.
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The open and tolerated practice of hypocrisy, selfishness, shamelessness,

sexual immorality, injustice, favoritism, and corruption within the church is a
phenomenon that shocks and misleads many people, especially those who are still
immature or not well-grounded in their faith in Christ.

Conflicts within the church and between churches are also things that make
the church's mission ineffective and that question our Christian identity.

Elton’s observation is that the mission effort has become obsolete; for, we
Christians, have been afflicted with a kind of tolerance that is intellectually
indefensible. According to him, if we are to recover the vitality of the missionary
effort, we must have a theology of mission which leads us to share whatever we
really prize.

For him, the church must be a living and exemplary community of love,
truth and justice, which has a remarkable impact on the society at large. In other
words, the church has to be listener and practitioner of its own message; and this
must be concretely visible through the character and actions of its members whom
we called Christians.

That's why it's really important to understand our Christian identity and
make sure we don't act or behave in ways that go against it.

Identity is one of the most fundamental aspects of human existence. It refers
to the qualities, characteristics, and values that make a person or group unique. It
defines who a person is and what a group represents.

So, the question that each of us needs to think about is the following: Who
am | in Christ? How do | understand my Christian identity and how do I
manifest it concretely in my daily life?

As Christians, the Bible offers profound truths about who God created us
to be and how our identity is found in Jesus Christ. We are not going to mention
here all that the Scripture says we are in Christ. We are just going to share with
you what is mentioned in 2 Corinthians 5: 16-21 regarding our Christian identity.

In this text, it is clearly stated that if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creation; he is reconciled with God through Christ; he is a minister of
reconciliation and an ambassador for Christ on earth; and he has become the
righteousness of God.
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Actually, what does it mean to us to be in Christ or to be a new creation, to

be a minister of reconciliation? How can we live every day as a new being, as a
minister of reconciliation and an ambassador for Christ on earth?

Being in Christ refers to the spiritual union between a believer and the
Lord Jesus Christ. It means a person has placed his faith in Christ, exchanging his
old life of sin for the perfect righteousness of Christ, and now lives as someone
who has become spiritually one with Him (1 Corinthians 6: 17). Being in Christ
connects you directly to Him as the “Vine” and yourself as a “branch”. The Lord
Jesus says in John 15: 4-5, “Remain united to me, and | will remain united to
you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it can do so only if it remains in the
vine. In the same way you cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me. I am the
Vine, and you are the branches.”

Being a new creation results from being in Christ. It refers to the changing
of nature produced by the Holly Spirit in a believer’s life. It means that you have
been regenerated, and given a new life by the Holly Spirit.

Your pass guilt and the grip of sin are broken, and you are made alive to
God. You are no longer judged by your own mistakes. Instead, God views you
through the perfection of Jesus, meaning your sins are fully forgiven and you are
permanently accepted by God.

Being a new creation means that you receive a new identity and citizenship
in Christ. In other word, our core identity as Christians is found in Jesus Christ
Himself. We are no longer separated from God, but intimately joined together
with Christ through His indwelling Spirit.

Being ambassadors for Christ on earth means that we represent Christ
here on earth by living according to His ways and values and proclaiming the
good news of reconciliation with God.

Being ministers of reconciliation means that God works through us to
draw others to salvation and right relationship with Him.

Understanding our new position, privilege and purpose in Christ fuels us to
walk worthy of the Gospel as we grow into Christ’s likeness. As new creations,
we are called to renew our minds and develop a biblical perspective about who
we are. As we meditate on biblical truths, our minds are renewed to see ourselves
the way God sees us and to avoid doing things that are not aligned with God’s
will and that push people away from God or make them to resist God.
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