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PhD Autumn School 2022 organized by Prof. Claudia Jahnel (Chair for Intercultural Theology and the 
Body, Ruhr University Bochum) in cooperation with Prof. Annette Scheunpflug (Chair for Foundations 
in Education, Otto-Friedrich-University Bamberg), Prof. Wolfgang Jütte (Chair for Educational Science, 
University of Bielefeld) and United Evangelical Mission (Dr. Andar Parlindungan, Angelika Veddeler, 
Wuppertal) 
 

§ Date and Location:  

October 5-15, 2022 at the Ruhr-University Bochum, Germany 

 
§ Transcultural Networks. Potentials of Global Learning in Religious Networks: 

Transcultural Networks result from permanent contacts between different cultural contexts enhanced 
through globalization, intercultural relationships, and worldwide migration. These encounters enable 
new transcultural entanglements und transformations, which form a basis for future oriented global 
collaborations.  
The network of Christian churches is shaped by the history of mission, colonialism and globalization in 
19th and 20th century, but also by experiences of living and celebrating together, and tends to develop 
further into multidirectional transcultural networks. Education is an important part of this network. 
Thus, transcultural networks of Churches constitute an eminent potential for the promotion of 
education, scientific freedom, and social responsibility. 
 
In pandemic times, tendencies of fragility, crisis, and deglobalization of the widely ramified and 
differentiated network structures of religion and education are observed. This necessitates the re-
reading of existing concepts and network understandings. The analysis of these changes is one of the 
current topics of network research. New sustainable resources of religious education networks are 
evaluated under the paradigm of global learning. 
 
Guiding research questions are (e.g.):  

• How do transcultural networks as formed structures of encounter and negotiation change in 

times of crisis? Are there dynamics that guide the future? 

• Which factors promote networking, integration, communication and synergy in times of 

crisis? When do crisis have disintegrating effects? 

• What (active/passive, transforming/transformed) role do individuals play in this? What 

options for action do individuals have?  

• What cultural, religious, educational and value-related negotiation processes take place? 

• How do learning, educational and religious cultures change?  

• What role do forms of communication and encounter (digital and/or in person) play in the 

establishment of networks? 

 
The Autumn School offers international Doctoral students of theology and education a high-quality 
interdisciplinary training on the topic of transcultural networks. The expected outcome is the 
development of a multidisciplinary and international panorama of main factors stabilizing and 
fragilizing global transcultural networks in the area of religious communities and their education 
systems. Furthermore, the participants will create their own research network for developing the 
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academic carrier. Next to keynotes and professional discussions, the presentation of the respective 
PhD project and the participation in cooperative learning in ecumenical perspective are requested. 
 

§ Funding Information: 

The Autumn School is funded by DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service). For accepted 
participants travelling costs, insurance and visa costs, board and lodging costs, and conference costs 
are covered. 
 

§ How to apply: 

Applicants should explain: 
• a PhD project related to the field of the Autumn School, 

• a good command of English in oral and written form, 

• international, intercultural experience and competence 

Applicants should submit: 
• an abstract of the PhD project (1-2 pages), 

• a full CV with academic documents enclosed, 

• a statement of endorsement of the application by the supervisor 

Applications will be collected till 1st April 2022. All documents should be sent electronically (all papers 
in one document) to Interkulturelle-Theologie@ruhr-uni-bochum.de. 
  


