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Youth Action Day
for Climate Justice

One day – many actions – worldwide
To work the earth and to take care of it (Gen. 2:15), to shape the world and
to enhance life at the same time: This Christian duty corresponds to the
model of sustainable development.
Climate change has severe impacts on people and nature in many parts of the world. Droughts and ﬂoods
destroy ﬁelds and harvests, diseases are spreading.
We need to take strong action on climate protection to
minimise the impacts of a changing climate and to save
God‘s creation.
With the campaign “Mission: Save the climate! Powered by heaven” of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia (EKvW) and the United Evangelical Mission we want
to support and motivate young people to work for protection of climate and environment – in their personal
setting, parish, local community and in society. Aim
of the campaign is to provide young people with the
experience that everybody can contribute to meet the
challenge of climate change. Numerous actions have
already been carried out, e.g. an international climate
camp, workshops, an exhibition etc.
To strengthen each other mutually in the commitment
for integrity of creation and climate justice we want to
combine this dedication with activities of other UEM
member churches and partner churches of the EKvW. In
order to give young people the opportunity to experience that everywhere in the world young people and
adults stand up for integrity of creation and climate
justice, the first international Youth Action Day for
climate justice was set up by the campaign “Mission:
Save the climate! Powered by heaven” together with
the youth-campaign “Hot Times”.
The idea of this action is to activate young people in
many places of the world to organise and carry out at
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the same time activities on climate and environmental
protection. Via media – such as Facebook, Skype etc.–
these actions are communicated to the other participating groups in order to get a common feeling of being
a member of a worldwide movement. The primary aim
is to raise awareness among young people for climate
protection as a common challenge and task (for which
mainly the industrialised countries bear responsibility)
and to make them experience differentiated responsibility, solidarity, but as well to sensitize public for climate justice.
Every year at the beginning of December the UN Climate Change Conference takes place. This is when the
Youth Action Day for Climate Justice takes place. At the
first action day on December 8th, 2012, young people
from different continents showed that they care for
protection of climate and environment. They started
activities and projects like promoting renewable energy, saving energy, planting trees, climate concerts.
They presented their activities on Facebook, chatted
via Skype and thereby met like-minded young people
from other UEM-member churches. What they did and
how it was received, is presented in this brochure.
The success of this day made clear that the Climate Action Day could not be a singular event. That is why on
December 7th, 2013 the second Action Day will take
place – for environmental and climate protection.
Facebook and website:
www.facebook.com/climateactionday
www.climateactionday.org

Overview of the activities at the
1st Youth Action Day, 8th of December 2012
Asia
Indonesia / North Sumatra

Rwanda

1. “Trees for Climate” – The Youth of GKBP (Karo Batak
Protestant Church)
2. “Climate concert” – The Youth of HKI (Indonesian
Christian Church)

“Days for Climate Justice” – Youth Department of EAR
(Anglican Church of Rwanda )

Botswana
Tree Planting and Worship – Youth of the ELCB (Evangelical Lutheran Church in Botswana)

Africa

Europe

DR Congo
1. D
 ays for Climate Justice – The Youth of CADELU (Association of Evangelical Churches of the Lulonga River)
2. Conference on Creation Care with Youth Leaders –
The Youth of CBCA (Baptist Church in Central Africa)

Cameroon
Contest (poem, letter writing on environment), radio
interviews and exposition on solar energy – EEC (Evangelical Church of Cameroon)

Germany
1. “Day for Climate Justice” – Youth Church Dortmund,
EKvW (Evangelical Church of Westphalia)
2. Action against plastic bags – Youth Church Hamm,
EKvW
3. Climate friendly “Get together” – Youth Education
Centre Nordwalde, EKvW
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Africa

Activities at the 8th of December
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them to explain how our behaviour affects our climate.
Many questions from listeners during the presentation
showed that people were in need of precise answers
concerning climate change. We know that people got
the message.
Cameroon
At the Foyer de Jeunesse, in the afternoon, the main
Writing contest, radio interviews and ex- focus of the conference was on climate change too and
position on solar energy – EEC (Evangelical a concert followed. Three dynamic youth choirs perChurch of Cameroon)
formed for two hours in front of a cheering crowd of
more than 100 people.
Activities:
Elie Leuwe
• Conference in a high school in Douala on climate
change, followed by a practical demonstration on The Radio Broadcasting
Mr. Herman talked about the solar energy, its use, the
solar energy;
• Radio talk on one of the most well-known radio purpose of its implementation, its importance related to
station, Radio Nostalgie by Felix Nkam and Her- climate change. He talked about various campaigns conmann Ntimame, with listeners calling for a ques- cerning the use of solar energy as well as about the engagement of the government in promoting solar energy.
tion and answer session;
• Conference at the Foyer de Jeunesse for youth in I spoke about UEM, its objectives, visions and strucDouala, followed by a music concert on the theme tures. I focused my speech on the involvement of UEM
in questions related to justice, peace and preserving
of environment.
• Poem/essay contest in 16 highschools on the pres- creation. I informed about the International Youth Acervation of our environment. Copies of candidates tion Day for climate justice. Being a Christian, I told
were forwarded to Douala, where a jury of three about the main role of the church which is to proclaim
examiners marked them. Prizes were awarded to the life that God gives us in abundance! And that the
call of actions within every denomination is promoting
the best candidates.
climate justice in the perspecWhat a weekend!! The events were really successful tive of “Unity in Diversity”.
and people enjoyed them.
Felix Knam
At the Collège Evangélique de New Bell two groups
of more than 80 young students each attended the
presentation on solar energy on Friday between 12 am
and 2 pm and appreciated what they learned and saw.

Africa
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Africa

Letters & poems
Letters and poems of the contest

age: 14-15 years, Collège Evangélique de New-Bell

If

My dear Christine,

If a person could get up without pollution
And if the industries were maintained properly
And if the fire of wood and bush could be stopped
And if we stopped throwing away rubbish everywhere
And if we avoided driving polluting cars
And if we maintained our living environment
And if we protected the water sources
And if people reunited to fight pollution
Therewith that breathing is easier
Therewith that we work better in our environment
Therewith that we prefer nature
Therewith that the wonderful rivers make us live for ever
Therewith that the forests give us more green then colour
Therewith that the foliage of the trees fly away through air
coming from you
And that the flowers bloom through you
And that the animals jump for pleasure
And that the waters and rainfalls are like a watering can
for you
And that humans are your protectors
And that they are the caretakers
And that they are the agents who safeguard their neighbourhood
And that they are those who act in the fight against degradation
And that they all start protecting the environment
We will see the coming of a better world which will be
clean for ever.
Written by Silatsa Brice

I hope that you are fine and also progressing at school.

*************************************************

The reason for writing this letter is to tell you about a
scourge that has been threatening our towns for several
years now: the pollution.
Pollution is indeed the degradation of the natural milieu which is to say our environment – by pollutants. It is mainly caused by waste or junk that people throw away in the
neighbourhood and which you can find in piles, releasing
unpleasant odours to the air we breathe. The industry is a
very illustrative example for this kind of pollution. The pollution caused by it does not only pollute the air but also
our lakes and rivers.
It is also caused by dirty water which remains quite often
stagnant in front of our houses.
In order to improve the situation, bins were placed in our
streets but many efforts still have to be made from the
side of the government as well as from the side of the citizens.
Concerning the citizens everyone has to be aware about
the importance of putting the environment to the foreground and to decide among others, to throw the waste
into the bins, to stop pouring water somehow and somewhere as well as to burn no more garbage in the midst of
the neighbourhood, as this is bad for health.
Concerning the government, the villages should be renewed as a part of the population is forced to live under

The planet is in danger, it must be saved.

unbearable conditions, with rotten smells organise from

Recycling,
That’ no sorcery!
How does it look like?
Our wonderful earth
If we don’t try to save it, it will be like a dump
We have to join
To make it end
Let’s make a little effort
If we don’t want to support death
Stop pollution
We act now
The past
Has come to an end
Let’s look ahead
The present is now
The environment is important.
Written by Eyoke Eyoke Salomon

the toilets. Furthermore one could organise sanitation
days which would not only help us to get rid of the dirty
water but also create jobs for young unemployed people.
My dear friend,
I would like to ask you to create awareness among the
young people for eradicating this scourge of pollution as
far as they can, in order to avoid sicknesses which might
destroy life.
Written by Hel Ntamack

*************************************************

5

Africa
DR Congo
Days of Climate Justice – the Youth of
CADELU (Association of Evangelical Churches
of the Lulonga River)

be planted on the land of the Church in contributing to
prevent soil erosion, improve the firewood, and different woodworks available in the area.
Naomi Uwamahoro

Activities:
•
•

Cleaning the Limete’s parish compound (Kinshasa)
Talk about environment protection and holding a
conference for around 400 young people
Roger Boketsu

Conference and tree planting – the Youth of
CBCA (Baptist Church in Central Africa)
Activities:
•

Conference on environmental care

At the 14th of December we held a conference “The role
of the Christian youth in the environment care” and we
planted trees in two different parishes in Goma. Meanwhile our youth is in action in more than 100 parishes
all over the country.
Nehemie Kavutwa

Rwanda
Days for Climate Justice – Youth Department
of EAR (Anglican Church of Rwanda)
Activities:
•
•

Youth gathering with lessons on environmental
protection
Tree planting

Botswana
Tree planting and worship – the Youth
of the ELCB (Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Botswana)
Activities:

81 youths from 54 parishes of Anglican Church of
Rwanda gathered from 6th-8th of December. On the
7th December they had different talks with different
people whereby they got to known to the importance
of environmental protection, climate change adaptation and what the youth can contribute to it. On the 8th
of December they planted trees.
We have set up a tree nursery of fruits, agro-forestry
and forestry trees. We have chosen the variety of the
trees due to the local climate and soil condition and
because it is preferred by the Ministry of Forest and
Mining. They grow fast and last longer. The trees will
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•
•

Tree planting
Youth service

The weekend was an exciting green experience for our
youth. We planted 15 trees at a congregation in Pilane.
There was a wedding and the Pastor gave us a chance
to deliver an awareness campaign on climate change.
The bride and the groom also planted a tree after the
service. We also had a ‘Save the Climate’ youth service
in Gabane.
Tswelelang Maswabi

Asia
Asia
Indonesia
Climate concert “Wake Up”– The Youth of HKI
(Indonesian Christian Church)
Activities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Climate concert with Environmental Acoustic
Music
Exhibition of handicrafts made of rubbish
Oration
Performances of choir groups
theatre Performance on Forest Destruction
Painting the God’s creation on canvas

I am really happy to be part of the team to organise
this wonderful event. Many young people felt inspired
and learnt from it. We could show to many people that
young people in our church are active and of course,
are “Wake Up”. This is the reason why we have chosen
the slogan “Wake Up” at our Action Day. Our wonderful team has supported our church to become active in
climate projects since some months. Also some youth
groups from other UEM member churches, joined the
Action Day and said that they want to participate next
year in the Action Day.
Fernando Sihotang

The participants of the event numbered 254 young
people coming from different UEM member churches,
church denominations, environmental organisations,
local artists and people around. The live-streaming
with the youth group from Dortmund, Germany, worked
out, and the event was made available on air by a local
radio station.

During the online talk via Skype with a young
group from Dortmund, Germany
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Asia
Indonesia
Fighting against deforestation – the Youth of
the GBKP (Karo Batak Protestant Church)
Activities:
•

Tree planting

Due to climate change the recent weather was very uncertain. The impact of globalisation has caused many
significant changes also in Indonesia. Industry is causing environmental damages which affect the survival of
the surrounding community. Karo land, formerly known
for its beauty and freshness, is affected, especially by
deforestation. The forests need to be preserved from
damages.
Perbulan is the name of the village where the young
people planted trees around the church and also
around offices of Lau Baleng District. Since 1992 the
village has experienced several floods and landslides
because it is the lowest area in that
district. So whenever the rain comes,
the houses are affected by floods and
landslides. The government tries to
stop it by planting trees. But due to
increasing illegal logging, floods are
getting more severe. The government
carried out various seminars and workshops for the community to increase the
awareness of the danger of illegal logging. Lau Baleng is situated in the Karo
land, which is engaged in environmental
preservation.

8

The youth group of GBKP planted trees in all congregations in Lau Baleng District on December 8th, 2012.
65 participants attended the activities from 19 churches of Lau Baleng District. They were supported by the
agricultural department and the local government. Besides tree planting a workshop on “the importance of
planting trees for the community” was given by the agricultural department.
We hope that by such activities the young people will
increase their love and more become aware about their
environment. And we hope that this program will bring
positive impacts for our environmental preservation
and climate protection in the future.
Budiman Sitepu

Asia

Interview with Yanti Sitepu
UEM Asian Regional Office (Medan, Indonesia)

Why should and must the youth be part
of the commitment to climate justice?
Definitely, the youth must be part of the engagement for
climate justice because the youth is the Agent of Change.
Youth should be involved, then gradually they will finally
understand their roles concerning climate justice.
In addition, young people usually have a community/
group or network which is responsive, creative and
they have a high motivation. So, when young people
are educated about climate justice, the information
they got might cause an expeditious alteration concerning their outlook on life, their family, the environment and the communities.

Why is it necessary that the churches
will support this engagement?
The Church is entrusted with a mission. Church has a
mission to be in charge of keeping God’s creation. So climate justice is worth fighting for it. Normally the church
congregations would keep up both vision and mission.
For instance: The Karo Batak Protestant Church’s theme
in 2013 is “External Solidarity” (as a gesture of solidarity
with human beings and the improvement of the natural
environment). In connection with that, we launched the
theme “External Solidarity” from the head office level
until the grassroots level with small or large festivities.
So, with the support of the churches the mission of climate justice continues to be pushed forward.

On the 8th of December 2012 in Perbulan Village (Lau
Baleng District, Karoland) the youth of GBKP conducted a tree planting action seminary on forestry. The tree
planting was held in the villages which are always affected by floods and landslides which is a permanent
threat for the residents. That day, on Dec. 8th, it rained
heavily and flooding occured, but with 65 young people participating, it was an impassioned action. We
planted fruit trees, avocado, durian, Suren and Terembesi trees, anti-fire trees around the local church and
next to the head office of the district. Afterwards, each
young person was given 5-10 trees, and they were supposed to bring them home and and plant them around
their respective churches.
The tree planting ran well according to the project, but
it couldn’t be transmitted via Skype, video call or Facebook, because of the landslides, floods and power
outages which occurred in that village.
We were glad, since this action was very useful, especially
for the village, local government and the youth. The youth
mapped out a strategy to improve the communication
with the government and it will be an ongoing programme
to sharpen the attention of the youth for the environment.

How was the Action Day perceived?
The 8th of December is an action day which becomes
an attractive day. Youths of GBKP successfully run this
programme, it’s like providing the best competition of
the world. GBKP youth is a singly youth organisation
at the Karo church. We currently already have had an
environmental programme every year at all levels with
a variety of activities. And in 2012, we conducted the
same actions as other groups. It was like an indirect
support “for what I do, you try to do your best”.

What could be improved?
When an Action Day is planned the youth groups
should establish the communication with other youth
groups approximately one month before the action
starts, whereby each group should have an individual
partner from an other continent to increase the learning effect. The partners among each other should communicate intensively with one another via Facebook
etc. By doing so they can learn a lot from each other.
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Europe
Europe
Germany
1. 
Day for Climate Justice – Youth Church
Dortmund, EKvW (Evangelical Church of
Westphalia)
Activities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Live Music at the Youth Church and also “open
mic” (everyone could join and present a song)
Flee market to buy or change used items, e.g. as
Christmas presents, instead of buying new things
Market where different organisations could offer
possibilities to get active in climate protection
Booth where everyone could design his or her own
jute bag (instead of using so many plastic bags)
Vegetarian food and fair trade drinks
Showing a movie with a self-built bycicle-cinema.
The possibility to donate to “Viva con Agua”, an
organisation with an emphasis on the funding and
implementation of water projects all over the
world to improve the access to clean water

Young people from the Youth Church of Dortmund and
other young people living in that area joined the first
UEM International Youth Action Day for Climate Justice,
which was mainly organised in Dortmund by Carla Raul
and Philipp Othmer who are both highly active within
the Youth Church of Dortmund. The idea of their action
was to offer a variety of actions in the Youth church to
raise awareness for climate justice and to show up alternatives in consumer behaviour.
The number of participants reached approx. 50 young
people. Just at the start of the event in Dortmund the
young organisers had a Skype conference with the Indonesian activists who realised the “Climate Concert”
and they were really impressed and happy to see that
so many people joined the concert for Climate Justice.

Designing of the jute bags – as creative as the
premiere of the bicycle cinema at the International
Action Day in Dortmund
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Europe
Germany
2. Action against plastic bags – Youth Church
Hamm, EKvW
Activities
•

Selling jute bags to reduce waste

Young people from the Youth Church of Hamm and other young people living in that area also joined the first
UEM International Youth Action Day for Climate Justice.
Young people from the Evangelical Youth of Hamm participated in an international encounter with young people from Indonesia in the late summer 2012 which was
organised by the United Evangelical Mission. After having taken part in the Youth campaign “Mission: Save
the climate! Powered by heaven” and heartened by
the international experiences and the exchange with
the young people from Indonesia, the youth group in
Hamm was highly motivated to join the International
Action Day for Climate Justice.
The idea of their action on the 8th of December was
to sell jute bags with their own designs in the city of
Hamm to random customers who were doing their
Christmas shopping and thereby raise awareness for
the environmental pollution due to using too many
plastic bags and too many plastic products in general.
The action did not only take part on the 8th of December but lasted throughout the next three weeks until
Christmas.

3. 
Climate friendly “Get together” – Youth
Education Centre Nordwalde, EKvW
Activities:
•

Bringing together all volunteers using only few resources

More than 100 people had a climate friendly “Get together” at the Youth Education Centre Nordwalde,
one of three youth education centres of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia in a northern church district.
Towards the end of each year the Evangelical Youth in
Westphalia offers regional events to say “Thank you”
to all the young people who volunteered throughout
the year organising camps, workshops or seminars. In
2012 the Youth Education Centre Nordwalde organised
a climate friendly party to join the first International
Youth Action Day for Climate Justice.
At this eco-fair “Get together” in Nordwalde the more
than 100 participants enjoyed regional (mainly) vegetarian food and regional drinks and had energy-saving
technologies like LEDs for illumination or for playing
music. The Youth Education Centre uses green electricity. Online on Facebook the participants could overlook
the other activities that took place on the Action Day.
Ann-Katrin Becker
Coordinator of the campaign
“Mission: Save the climate! Powered by heaven”
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Worldwide

Join in the second Action Day at the
7th of December 2013
The success of the first Action Day made clear that the
Climate Action Day could not be a singular event. That is
why on December 7th, 2013 the second Action Day will
take place – for environmental and climate protection.
Contact and more information:
www.facebook.com/climateactionday
www.climateactionday.org
info@climateactionday.org

What can youth groups do?
There are a huge range of actions youth groups can
take at the Action Day for Climate Justice, depending
on your aim and the resources available to you. In the
action kit for the day you will find more ideas and a
detailed description.
Download: www.climateactionday.org

Actions to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
•
•
•

•

Raise awareness about climate change
•
•

•
•
•
•
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Write an article for the school or local newspaper.
Teach the public about the impacts of climate
change and how different groups (women and
men, rich and poor, young and old) are affected in
different ways.
Produce a poster, leaflet or video highlighting the
problem you have identified.
Run a workshop on climate change for other youth
groups in your area.
Arrange for speakers to come to your community
to share their knowledge and skills.
Celebrate worships on preserving creation and
climate justice. Material: www.vemission.org/climatespirituality

•

•
•

Plant trees or organise a tree-planting event.
Make solar cookers.
Organise a play for your local community, acting
out the devastating effects of climate change and
the actions individuals can take to reduce environmental damages.
Plan a public event or a ‘media event’ that attracts
attention to your action: invite local officials to
a tree-planting; build a solar cooker in front of a
public place and cook a local specialty.
Buy products that have been made or grown locally rather than shipped or flown in from far away.
Learn how to grow your own food and help others
to learn it as well.
Persuade family and community members to save
energy at home.
At school, work with other pupils and school leaders to develop and implement an energy-saving
plan.

Worldwide

Actions to prepare for the impacts of climate
change
•

•

•

•

•

Learn about home water treatment technologies
and safe storage of water at home. Demonstrate
these techniques to your school or community.
Measure and record water levels and water quality
information in your community. Compare the information with records on the quantity of rainfall in
the past. Find out what sustainable water supplies
for domestic use have been set up for the present
and the future.
Set up a scheme to encourage boys and men in the
community to help share the burden of domestic
work such as fetching water.
Map the community, identifying people and places
that are vulnerable to natural disaster and discuss
plans of action for an emergency.
Record the ways that your community is coping
with and adapting to the changing climate and
share strategies within your community and beyond.

Persuade those with power to make a change
•
•

•
•

•

Collect data and information to support your position and approach.
Organise a petition to show public support for the
change your group wants to make visible and present it to decision makers.
Write a letter to, or meet with, a local elected representative.
Develop alliances with other groups and organisations with similar goals and join together to put
pressure on people in power.
Broadcast radio messages calling for a new law on
climate change.

Be an advocate: take any of these actions on behalf of
someone else or another group who cannot get their
voice heard.
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Information on activities of UEM and the Youth Campaign
“Mission: Save the climate! Powered by heaven”
As long as the earth endures, seed-time and harvest, cold and heat,
summer and winter, day and night shall not cease. (Genesis 8,22)

Activities of UEM
In accordance with this, God‘s promise, the UEM, since
2008, has been raising awareness through exhibitions,
projects and advocacy work that it is not our human responsibility to destroy the earth. God has given this earth
to human beings as living space that is to be preserved.
Today, climate change and environmental destruction
represent a serious threat to human beings and to nature. Churches within the UEM in Africa, Asia and Germany have responded to this challenge by supporting
climate and environmental projects, awareness building and advocacy work.

Peace with the Earth

Youth Campaign “Mission: Save
the climate! Powered by heaven”
By the campaign “Mission: Save the climate! Powered
by heaven” the Evangelical Church of Westphalia wants
to support and motivate young people to work for protection of climate and environment – in their personal
setting, parish, local community and in society. Aim
of the campaign is to provide young people with the
experience that everybody can contribute to meet the
challenge of climate change. Numerous actions have
already been carried out e.g. an international climate
camp, workshops, presentation of the exhibition “EcoCity” etc.
More information: www.poweredbyheaven.de

Together with churches throughout the world, the UEM
is participating in the ecumenical World Council of
Churches‘ programme „Peace with the Earth“. Through
international ecumenical team visits, UEM Member
Churches are supporting each other in the fight against
deforestation, land-grabbing and environmental destruction brought about by mining and palm oil plantations as well as environmental pollution in big cities.
More information and material:
www.vemission.org/peacewiththeearth

Climate Spirituality
Furthermore, churches have started to reflect on creation theology in their respective regional and cultural
contexts. Climate and nature have become a matter
of biblical reflection, theological debate, spiritual life,
prayer and action. UEM collected material on the subject of the environment and human rights that includes
songs, biblical texts, reflections, stories, and prayers.
Download and more information:
www.vemission.org/climatespirituality
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Youth Action Day for Climate Justice
One day – many actions – worldwide
Climate change has severe impacts on people and nature in many parts of the world. Droughts and ﬂoods
destroy ﬁelds and harvests, diseases are spreading.
We need to take strong action on climate protection to
minimise the impacts of a changing climate and to save
God‘s creation.
The idea of this Youth Action Day for Climate Justice
is to activate young people in UEM member churches
to organise and carry out at the same time activities
on climate and environmental protection. Via media –
like Facebook, Skype e.g. – these actions are communicated to the other participating groups. The primary
aim is to raise awareness among young people for climate protection as a common challenge and task and
to make them experience differentiated responsibility,
solidarity, but as well to sensitise people for the protection of God’s creation and climate justice.
At the ﬁrst action day on December 8th, 2012, young
people from different UEM member churches showed
that they care for protection of climate and environment. They started activities and projects like promoting renewable energy, saving energy, planting trees, climate concerts. What they did and how it was received,
is presented in this brochure.
The second Youth Action Day for Climate Justice will
take place at the 7th of December 2013.

Facebook and website:
www.facebook.com/climateactionday
www.climateactionday.org

