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“Test everything and hold on to what is good”
(1 Thessalonians 5:21)

General Secretary of UEM interprets the 2025 theme on YouTube

(Wuppertal, January 8, 2025) In a YouTube video, the General Secretary of the United
Evangelical Mission (UEM), Rev. Dr. Andar Parlindungan, interprets the annual motto for
2025, “Test everything; hold on to what is good,” from 1 Thessalonians 5:21 against the
backdrop of current crises.

The current crisis of orientation

In his interpretation, the theologian first points out that the world is currently experiencing a
crisis of orientation, which has also been triggered by the multitude of choices available in

the wake of digitalization. For many people, values and the meaning of truth are no longer
so clear. This raises the question of which direction Christians and the Church should take
against the backdrop of the annual motto.

The call to “test everything” refers to the many challenges facing faith today, such as
doubts about God's omnipotence or ideological wars that justify the subjugation of groups
of people based on skin color or gender. “One of the best defense mechanisms for
churches and Christians at this time is to return to the Word of God and allow ourselves to
be transformed by it—now, at this moment,” recommends the General Secretary of UEM.

In the second course of action, “and keep what is good,” the Indonesian theologian ex-
plores the meaning of the adjective “good.” Above all, being good means being with those
who are being bombed by the war machine in Ukraine, the Middle East, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, West Papua, and many other conflict zones. “Doing good means offer-
ing a safe home to those who seek refuge and protection from danger and problems, as
proclaimed by UEM’s Human Rights Action 2025,” says Parlindungan.

Courage to do good

Ultimately, the “good” for the Church consists in living in the transforming power, because
the Church, like Christ, is called to be with the poor and the victims. Furthermore, accord-
ing to Andar Parlindungan, it is only “good” if the concept of human races and the ideology
of superiority and inferiority are ended. It is also only “good” if there are no longer first- and
second-class citizens.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g1qD-5P8iBc

However, the Church and Christians must also be courageous in examining and upholding
what is good. “In our faith in Jesus Christ, we as a church, as UEM, and as Christians are
called to be courageous—courageous in standing up against right-wing populist, right-wing
extremist, racist, discriminatory, and ethno-nationalist attitudes. Overcoming barriers be-
tween people of different backgrounds has been a hallmark of the Christian faith and the
church since its inception,” says the senior mission theologian.

About Andar Parlindungan

Pastor Dr. Andar Parlindungan has been General Secretary of UEM since March 2024.
Prior to that, he headed the VEM's Training & Empowerment department for ten years. The
theologian, who holds a doctorate from the University of Hamburg, comes from the largest
Protestant church in Indonesia, the Huria Kristen Batak Protestan (HKBP). He is the sec-
ond General Secretary of the international church community from the Global South.

About ,,UEM*“

The United Evangelical Mission (UEM) with offices in Wuppertal, Indonesia and Tanzania
is an international, equal community of 39 members, including 32 Protestant churches in
Africa and Asia as well as six Protestant churches and the v. Bodelschwingh Foundation
Bethel in Germany. The UEM consistently pursues a holistic understanding of mission.
This includes improving the living conditions of suffering and disadvantaged people while
respecting their personal dignity and taking their cultural context into account.
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