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Press Release

Rwanda's culture of remembrance — a learning opportunity for
Germany

Memorial site delegation from North Rhine-Westphalia visits genocide sites in
Rwanda

(Wuppertal, May 7, 2025) From April 23 to May 4, 2025, 15 representatives of Nazi memorial
sites and places of remembrance in North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW) undertook an information
and exchange trip to Rwanda in East Africa in cooperation with the United Evangelical Mission
(UEM) and at the invitation of the Presbyterian Church in Rwanda (EPR).

The aim of the trip was to learn about the complex history leading up to the 1994 genocide in

Rwanda at the historical sites and to gain an understanding of Rwanda's specific and unique

approach to coming to terms with the past. An essential part of the trip was exploring German
and Belgian colonial history at authentic locations and in museums, as well as Rwanda's pro-
cess of decolonization and its consequences.

Unique insights into a special culture of remembrance

The program included discussions with politicians from the fields of education, remembrance,
and reconciliation, with the German ambassador, and with representatives of the EPR Church,
which belongs to the UEM communion. The trip took the group to some of the countless sites
of the 100-day genocide, to the hiding places and escape routes of those who survived, and to
memorials and mass graves. Of utmost importance were the discussions with survivors and
with members of the so-called “Light Groups,” which are working to promote reconciliation be-
tween survivors and perpetrators. The tour group took part in key events commemorating the
genocide and in Christian services that are significant for the Rwandan people and the pro-
cess of coming to terms with the past. They learned about the many social, ecological, and
economic projects in the country that have been initiated and financed largely by the churches.

Pastor Dr. John Wesley Kabango, Rwandan head of the Africa Division of UEM, accompanied
the tour group and said: “I am very grateful to all the German participants for visiting our coun-
try as part of Kwibuka 31, the 31st year of the 100-day commemoration of the 1994 genocide
against the Tutsi. With great attention and patience, the guests dealt intensively with the trau-
matic experiences of the genocide.

Our members in Rwanda—the Presbyterian Church and the Anglican Church—took the dele-
gation to memorial sites and invited survivors to tell their stories. They gave impressive ac-
counts of how the holistic support of the church is helping them to come to terms with what
they have experienced. The entire NRW delegation was deeply moved, both by the personal
accounts and by the determination of the Rwandan people to follow their government's call to
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remember, renew themselves, and unite for a “never again” without repressing the crimes of
genocide.

The visit from North Rhine-Westphalia to Rwanda is an appeal to all people of good will to join
the UEM in Wuppertal and support those in Rwanda who are still suffering from the serious
consequences of the genocide and to resolutely oppose all genocidal ideologies.”

All partners involved agreed to continue the dialogue and to work together on a long-term part-
nership between the Working Group on Nazi Memorials and Remembrance Sites in North
Rhine-Westphalia, the Rwandan actors, and UEM.

The educational trip was supported by the State Agency for Civic Education of North Rhine-
Westphalia.

About ,UEM*

The United Evangelical Mission (UEM) with offices in Wuppertal, Indonesia and Tanzania is
an international, equal community of 39 members, including 32 Protestant churches in Africa
and Asia as well as six Protestant churches and the v. Bodelschwingh Foundation Bethel in
Germany. The UEM consistently pursues a holistic understanding of mission. This includes
improving the living conditions of suffering and disadvantaged people while respecting their
personal dignity and taking their cultural context into account.
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