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Press Release

UEM launches new fundraising campaign: “Water is Life”

Churches in Africa and Asia secure access to clean drinking water

(Wuppertal, June 6, 2025) — With its new campaign “Water is Life,” the United Evangelical
Mission (UEM) is drawing attention to the global water crisis and calling for donations to sup-
port church water projects and education programs in Africa and Asia. For over two billion pe-
ople worldwide, access to clean drinking water is not a given. Rural regions of Africa and Asia
in particular lack safe water sources, wells, and sanitation facilities—with serious conse-
guences for health and quality of life, especially for children. In Germany, the supply of drin-
king water is stable. But even here, people are increasingly experiencing periods of drought
and flash floods.

Local churches help on the ground

The members of UEM are involved in numerous projects and programs to improve the quality
of life for local people. One example is Sumatra (Indonesia), where the Pakpak Dairi Church is
planning to build a well at a kindergarten to supply the entire village with clean drinking water
in the future. In the war-torn provincial capital of Goma (Democratic Republic of Congo), the
Baptist Church of Central Africa is providing thousands of refugees with drinking water and hy-
giene supplies.

“Water is much more than a vital resource—it stands for life, purity, justice, and divine provi-
dence. Clean water is one of the greatest challenges of our time and, at the same time, a hu-
man right,” explains Rev. Dr. John Wesley Kabango, head of the Africa Division of UEM. “Our
churches show how solidarity in action works.” Accompanying hygiene training courses for
children, parents, and entire village communities are being carried out in many projects. They
teach basic measures for protecting against disease and strengthen community life. The sa-
nitary facilities around kindergartens and schools are often shared, thus improving living condi-
tions in the entire area.
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Donate now — give water, save lives

UEM is asking for donations to provide access to clean drinking water, better health care, and
a dignified future. Donations make it easier for those affected to access clean water every day.
Even small amounts can make a big difference:

e Around 15 euros will finance three taps for a new sanitation facility in Sumatra

e  Fifty sturdy water buckets for families in Goma cost around 100 euros

Donation transfer to the United Evangelical Mission: IBAN DE45 3506 0190 0009 0909 08,
SWIFT/BIC: GENODED1DKD

Reference “UEM”

The United Evangelical Mission (UEM) is an international and equal community with 39 mem-
bers, including 32 Protestant churches in Africa and Asia, six regional churches of the
Protestant Church in Germany (EKD) and the v. Bodelschwinghschen Stiftungen Bethel.

With offices in Wuppertal (Germany), Indonesia, and Tanzania, the VEM pursues a holistic un-
derstanding of mission that goes beyond spiritual proclamation. At its core is a commitment to
people in need and disadvantaged people with the aim of improving their living conditions,
respecting their dignity, and valuing their cultural context.
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