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Students hand over collected old mobile phones for recy-
cling 
 

 
Johannes Rau Gymnasium in Wuppertal is committed to environmental 

and climate protection 
 

 
(Wuppertal, 7 July 2025) Johannes Rau Gymnasium in Wuppertal is sending a strong 

signal for sustainability: On 2 July 2025, Dr Oskar Brilling, a teacher at the school, handed 

over a collection of old mobile phones to Pastor Matthias Schmid, who works for the 

United Evangelical Mission (UEM) and is responsible for the Bergisches Land region. The 

campaign is part of the school's comprehensive commitment to environmental and climate 

protection, which emerged from the ‘Future Kids’ working group. 

 

‘The enthusiasm for participating in the mobile phone campaign was an important impetus 

for our school to establish so-called profile classes focusing on music, nature and the en-

vironment,’ said the dedicated secondary school teacher. In these classes, students 

deepen their knowledge in an additional weekly lesson. The profile classes are funded by 

the Startchancen programme of the state of North Rhine-Westphalia. 

 

Recycling proceeds support global human rights projects 

 

The UNESCO project school is involved in the ‘Handy-Aktion NRW’ mobile phone cam-

paign, which is supported by UEM as a member of the sponsoring association. ‘Since 

2017, we have been calling on people to collect old mobile phones to raise awareness of 

the social and environmental consequences of mobile phone production and the often in-

humane working conditions involved in mining the rare raw materials required,’ says Rev. 

Matthias Schmid. Professional recycling allows valuable raw materials to be recovered 

from old mobile phones. The proceeds go to human rights projects in countries such as 

South Africa and the Democratic Republic of Congo.  

 

Fifth graders develop creative recycling ideas 

 

Another example of the school's commitment is a project by the fifth grade to reduce plas-

tic waste. Barin, Hiba, Lamiar, Joschua and Varuzhan from class 5b are developing crea-

tive ideas to promote recycling and resource conservation. They are designing posters 
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and collection boxes and collecting old pens, ballpoint pens, staplers and empty tape rolls 

in their classes. 

 

"We didn't want to just throw the rubbish away. We're making something new out of what 

we collect,‘ explains Lamiar. Her classmate Hiba adds: ’Plastic stays in the ground for mil-

lions of years. We saw pictures of polluted oceans in biology class.‘ Barin emphasises: 

’There are so many old pens in schools – that's why we're collecting them!" Brilling is sup-

porting the project together with his colleague Flora Begrich. 

Haris Sinnathurai, a Year 10 student and UNESCO student representative, is also im-

pressed by the commitment of his younger classmates: ‘I am thrilled by the dedication and 

trust that the school shows us students.’ 

 

For Rev. Matthias Schmid, this commitment is a strong sign: ‘I am very pleased to see 

how enthusiastically the mobile phone campaign has been received by the school and 

how it has become an integral part of a sustainable school concept. The students have 

real opportunities here to get involved in climate protection and to raise awareness of it 

both inside and outside the school.’ 

 

Further information on the mobile phone campaign in North Rhine-Westphalia 

Pastor Matthias Schmid, Regional Service of UEM 

Schmid-m@vemission.org 

 

 

 

About “UEM” 

 

The United Evangelical Mission (UEM) is an international and equal community with 39 

members, including 38 Protestant churches in Africa and Asia and Germany as well as the 

v. Bodelschwinghschen Foundations Bethel. 

With offices in Germany, Indonesia, and Tanzania, UEM pursues a holistic understanding 

of mission that goes beyond spiritual proclamation. At its core is a commitment to people 

in need and disadvantaged people with the aim of improving their living conditions, re-

specting their dignity, and valuing their cultural context. 


