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“When the oppressed are unheard, they find their voice in
the streets.”

Wave of unrest in Indonesia after inflated parliamentary benefits

(Jakarta/Wuppertal, September 1, 2025) Over the past week from August 25, 2025 Indo-
nesia has witnessed a powerful wave of unrest. Demonstrations have erupted in major cit-
ies including Jakarta, Makassar, Bandung, Surabaya, Medan and beyond, ignited by deep-
ening economic frustrations and outrage over inflated parliamentary benefits, including
housing allowances of approximately 50 million rupiah which is nearly ten times the mini-
mum wage. The protests escalated dramatically following the tragic death of Affan Kur-
niawan, a 21-year-old motorcycle taxi driver, who was fatally struck by a police armoured
vehicle during a demonstration in Jakarta.

Crisis of trust and inclusion

In response to the unrest, President Prabowo Subianto announced the revocation of cer-
tain benefits for legislators - including housing allowances and overseas travel suspension
- and authorized firm police and military intervention against rioters, whom he labelled as
acting with “treasonous” intent. While these concessions reflect public demands, the unrest
signals a deeper crisis of trust and inclusion. When parliament’s indifference toward pov-
erty becomes visible, outrage is inevitable. Inequality and injustice weigh heavily on society
and when those affected aren’t heard, they express their voices through the streets.

UEM communion with many members in Indonesia

The United Evangelical Mission (UEM), as an international communion of churches in three
continents with many members in Indonesia, deeply regrets the tragic events that have re-
cently taken place. “We mourn and pray for the wounded and the victims who lost their
lives both among the people and among the security forces. As a fellowship rooted in faith,
we pray for national stability, reconciliation, and peace. It is our heartfelt plea that all condi-
tions of insecurity - riots, pillaging, and anarchic acts - come to an end immediately. Only in
this way can the process of peace, healing, and rehabilitation begin again,” says Rev. Dr
Andar Parlindungan, General Secretary of UEM.

Thea Hummel, UEM Head of Advocacy, says “What we witness in Indonesia is not only
about privileges granted to those in power, but about people’s longing to be heard. When
inequality and injustice go unanswered, society’s frustration becomes visible in public pro-
test. The right to freedom of expression must be safeguarded, not suppressed. We call on
all leaders - political, religious, and economic - to listen with humility, to put justice before
privilege, and to take responsibility through decisive action.”

“We join our member churches in echoing the call for justice, peace, and reconciliation. We
urge those in leadership - government officials as well as the wealthy and privileged - to
open their hearts, reflect, and seek forgiveness where harm has been done. Only then can
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this unrest lead to healing, paving the way for a renewed chapter of unity and shared hu-
manity in Indonesia. For many years, this unity has been the proud identity of the Indone-
sian nation worldwide,” states the General Secretary.

About ,UEM*

The United Evangelical Mission (UEM) with offices in Wuppertal (Germany), Indonesia and
Tanzania is an international, equal communion of 39 members, including 32 Protestant
churches in Africa and Asia as well as six Protestant churches and the v. Bodelschwingh
Foundation Bethel in Germany. The UEM consistently pursues a holistic understanding of
mission. This includes improving the living conditions of suffering and disadvantaged peo-
ple while respecting their personal dignity and taking their cultural context into account.
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