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Press Release

UEM launches new fundraising campaign: Life without
hunger

Women in West Papua are building their future

(Wuppertal, September 9, 2025) — Under the biblical verse from Proverbs 27:18: “He who
tends his fig tree will eat its fruit,” the United Evangelical Mission (UEM) is launching its
new fundraising campaign “Life without Hunger.”

Although the 2025 World Food Report reports a global decline in hunger, millions of people
are still undernourished. Families in rural areas are particularly affected, accounting for 60
percent of those affected. This is also the case in the highlands of West Papua (Indonesia),
where many families live on the breadline. Home gardens are often their only source of
food and income.

Training women to become small business owners

The P3W Women's Center of the Evangelical Church in West Papua (Gereja Kristen Injili di
Tanah Papua), for example, supports women in making profitable use of their harvests. In
practical training courses, they learn how to process cassava and sweet potatoes into
chips and other products, calculate prices, and keep accounts. They then sell their goods,
neatly packaged, at markets and in community stores. This generates additional income
that they can use to reliably feed their families.

“When women are economically empowered, the lives of entire families change. They can
send their children to school and pay for medical care. And they are proud to take their fu-
ture into their own hands,” explains Pastor Dr. Dyah Krismawati, head of the Asia Division
and member of the UEM board.

Donations with a lasting effect

In addition, the UEM communion supports savings and credit groups as well as agricultural
cooperatives. These strengthen families in the long term: with small loans, they can finance
seeds, tools, or small businesses, market their harvests together, and achieve better
prices. A donation of 90 euros, for example, enables the financing of a 3-day training
course on setting up a small business and a starter pack with tools for one person.
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Every donation empowers local people to secure their own livelihoods — for a life without
hunger and in dignity.

Donate online here

Donation transfer to the United Evangelical Mission: IBAN DE45 3506 0190 0009 0909 08,
SWIFT/BIC: GENODED1DKD

About ,,UEM*“

The United Evangelical Mission (UEM) with offices in Wuppertal (Germany), Indonesia and
Tanzania is an international, equal communion of 39 members, including 32 Protestant
churches in Africa and Asia as well as six Protestant churches and the v. Bodelschwingh
Foundation Bethel in Germany. The UEM consistently pursues a holistic understanding of
mission. This includes improving the living conditions of suffering and disadvantaged peo-
ple while respecting their personal dignity and taking their cultural context into account.
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