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UEM Partnership Award 2025 goes to the church districts of
Magharibi (ELCT-ECD) and Siegen-Wittgenstein (EKvVW)

Tanzanian-German youth partnership impresses with climate project “Forest —
Sun — Water”

(Wuppertal/Dar es Salaam, September 18, 2025) — The 2025 Partnership Award of
the United Evangelical Mission (UEM) goes to the partner church districts of Ma-
gharibi in the East Coast Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania
(ECD-ELCT) and Siegen-Wittgenstein in the Evangelical Church of Westphalia
(EKVW). With their joint project “Forest — Sun — Water,” the Tanzanian-German youth
partnership group impressed the UEM jury and secured prize money of 2,000 Euros.
The prizes were presented on September 17, 2025, during the UEM General Assem-
bly in Dar es Salaam (Tanzania) to Bishop Dr. Alex Malasusa (ELCT-ECD) and Pas-
tor Dr. Albrecht Philipps (EKVW) on behalf of the winners, and to Mrs. Devroda Ka-
gusa (delegate of ELCT-ECD) from the Tanzanian partnership group.

Innovative model for young multilateral partnerships

In their joint application video on YouTube, the young adults impressively document
how they have been actively combating the effects of climate change in Tanzania and
Germany over the past two years. In Wilnsdorf, for example, they planted 150 cli-
mate-resistant trees and converted the church forest into a mixed forest. During a re-
turn visit to Tanzania, they planted fruit trees together with a local school. The Tanza-
nian youth group also established its own tree nursery, where 4,500 seedlings were
grown. The environmental project has already met with a broad public response in
Tanzania and Germany. In the summer of this year, a joint trip to Romania took place
to expand the environmental project on a trilateral level.

The jury praised the project as an “authentic contribution to combating climate
change” and an innovative model for multilateral partnerships. The youth project not
only addresses key areas of work for the UEM, such as advocacy, evangelism, and
partnership, but also exemplifies how the generational change in the church district
partnership, which has existed for over 40 years, is succeeding.

"I am very impressed by the initiative of the young people from the Magharibi church
district in Tanzania and the Siegen-Wittgenstein church district in Westphalia. | am
delighted about the UEM award. Young people are committed to God's creation,
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https://youtu.be/HC-8f9zVnJY

planting trees in Germany and Tanzania, and having a lot of fun in the process. One
can only say: the goal of the partnership has been achieved. | wish the young people
all the best for the future, that the trees and the bonds between their hearts continue
to grow, and | am excited to hear what we will learn from the initiative with Romania.
Congratulations!” said Pastor Albrecht Philipps, responsible for ecumenism at the
EKVW.
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The United Evangelical Mission (UEM) with offices in Germany, Indonesia and Tanzania is an
international, equal communion of 39 members, including 32 Protestant churches in Africa and
Asia as well as six Protestant churches and the v. Bodelschwingh Foundation Bethel in Ger-
many. The UEM consistently pursues a holistic understanding of mission. This includes im-
proving the living conditions of suffering and disadvantaged people while respecting their per-
sonal dignity and taking their cultural context into account.
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