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Press Release

German Churches and UEM support Church in the
Philippines with €44,000

Emergency aid for victims of earthquake and tropical storms

(Wuppertal, October 13, 2025) The Evangelical Church in the Rhineland, the Evangelical
Church of Westphalia, and the United Evangelical Mission (UEM) are providing €44,000 in
emergency aid to the United Church of Christ in the Philippines (UCCP).

The UEM member church in the Philippines is asking for support and prayers for the commu-
nities that have been severely affected by several natural disasters in recent weeks through its
humanitarian branch, UCCP CARES (United Church Aid and Relief Services Inc.). Regions in
the north and center of the Philippines have been particularly hard hit. There, super typhoons
Nando and Ompong, as well as a 6.9 magnitude earthquake on Cebu on October 1, caused
massive destruction.

Villages buried; families uprooted

Thousands of families lost their homes and livelihoods due to the severe tropical storms and
large masses of water, and church buildings were also destroyed. In Apayao, indigenous Is-
nag families were trapped by landslides and cut off from food and drinking water supplies. In
Samar and Masbate, typhoon Ompong left entire villages in ruins. On Cebu, the earthquake
caused dozens of deaths, hundreds of injuries, and massive damage to the infrastructures.

Despite their own losses, UCCP congregations are opening their chapels as evacuation cen-
ters and providing tireless assistance. Pastors, volunteers, and congregation members are
caring for those affected, but since long their own resources have been exhausted.

Donations finance urgent relief measures

The donations will support the church's emergency relief efforts on the ground with the follow-
ing urgent measures:

e Provision of food parcels and clean drinking water

e Distribution of maintenance kits for repairing damaged homes and tents for emer-
gency shelter

e Seeds, fishing equipment, poultry, and tools to resume self-sufficiency

¢ Medical and psychosocial support for traumatized children and families

e Rebuilding damaged UCCP churches as places for worship and aid services
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The relief measures are coordinated by UCCP CARES in close consultation with local church
conferences, Barangay councils, and local governments. Monitoring teams and detailed finan-
cial and material reports ensure the transparent use of funds.

Donations and prayers requested
UEM asks for your support for the UCCP's relief efforts through donations and prayers.
Donate online here

Donations by bank transfer to the United Evangelical Mission, IBAN DE45 3506 0190 0009
0909 08, SWIFT/BIC: GENODED1DKD, reference: Emergency aid Philippines

About ,,UEM*“

The United Evangelical Mission (UEM) with offices in Germany, Indonesia and Tanzania is an
international, equal communion of 39 members, including 32 Protestant churches in Africa and
Asia as well as six Protestant churches and the v. Bodelschwingh Foundation Bethel in Ger-
many. The UEM consistently pursues a holistic understanding of mission. This includes im-
proving the living conditions of suffering and disadvantaged people while respecting their per-
sonal dignity and taking their cultural context into account.
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