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Indonesian churches and congregations protest against the 
continued operation of the environmentally harmful pulp mill 
PT Toba Pulp Lestari 
 

Protest rally in front of the governor's office in North Sumatra 
 

(Wuppertal/Medan, November 13, 2025) – On Monday, November 10, around 500 

Protestant and Catholic pastors accompanied communities from North Sumatra to a 

protest rally in front of the governor's office in Medan. Together with around 8,000 

participants, including Muslim clerics, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and 

students, they called on the government to immediately close the pulp company PT 

Toba Pulp Lestari (PT TPL). 

 

Among the participants were representatives of the members of the United Evangeli-

cal Mission (UEM), including the Huria Kristen Batak Protestan (HKBP), Huria Kristen 

Indonesia (HKI), Gereja Batak Karo Protestan (GBKP), Gereja Kristen Protestan In-

donesia (GKPI), and Gereja Kristen Protestan Simalungun (GKPS), as well as the 

Catholic Church. With banners, songs, prayers, and walking acts, they drew attention 

to the massive social and ecological damage caused by PT TPL's operations in North 

Sumatra. 

 

State concession provokes land conflict 

 

The demonstrating communities come from the regions around Lake Toba and South 

Tapanuli, which have been in conflict with the company for years. PT TPL received a 

concession from the Indonesian state to use land that is also traditionally used as 

communal land. Indigenous communities in particular have lost parts of their habitat 

as a result. According to the participants, attempts to defend their land have repeat-

edly been met with violence and criminalization. 

 

In addition, the churches criticize serious environmental damage. Natural forests have 

been replaced by eucalyptus monocultures, which serve as raw material for pulp pro-

duction. As a result, the soil can no longer absorb rainwater to the same extent, which 

has led to unpredictable flash floods and landslides. Wild animals have also lost their 

habitat and are increasingly invading villages, with numerous people already injured 

by animal attacks. 
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Churches take responsibility for representing interests 

 

In response to this development, the churches in North Sumatra founded the “Joint 

Secretariat for Ecological Justice,” which connects faith-based organizations, NGOs, 

and community groups. Concerted actions such as a conference and a book publica-

tion took place in May and July of this year, which UEM reported on in press releases. 

 

“The church must be present where people are suffering, especially when the state 

fails them. It is time for the church to show that God has come to liberate,” said Pastor 

Walden Sitanggang, chairman of the secretariat. Ephorus Dr Victor Tinambunan, 

head of the HKBP, called for non-violence: “Our voice should be strong, but in the 

spirit of peace.” 

 

The demonstrators demanded a meeting with the governor of North Sumatra, who, to 

the disappointment of the participants, sent a representative instead. Further steps to 

preserve creation in North Sumatra are already in preparation. 

 

 

 

 

About „UEM“ 

 

The United Evangelical Mission (UEM) with offices in Germany, Indonesia and Tanza-

nia is an international, equal communion of 39 members, including 32 Protestant 

churches in Africa and Asia as well as six Protestant churches and the v. 

Bodelschwingh Foundation Bethel in Germany. The UEM consistently pursues a ho-

listic understanding of mission. This includes improving the living conditions of suffer-

ing and disadvantaged people while respecting their personal dignity and taking their 

cultural context into account. 

https://www.vemission.org/fileadmin/redakteure/Dokumente/Pressemitteilungen/2025_05_19_Indonesia_environmental_protection.pdf
https://www.vemission.org/fileadmin/redakteure/Dokumente/Pressemitteilungen/2025_07_16_Sumatra_churches_demands_closure_TPL.pdf

