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“...and a child shall lead them”: Launch of the UEM Hu-
man Rights Campaign 2026

Children at the center of church human rights work in Africa, Asia, and
Germany

(Wuppertal, December 17, 2025) - Under the biblical motto “... and a child
shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6), the United Evangelical Mission (UEM) has
launched its Human Rights Campaign 2026. The campaign was launched dur-
ing the international digital morning prayer service on December 17, 2025.
The words of Isaiah paint a radical vision of hope, explains Thea Hummel,
head of the advocacy department and campaign manager at the UEM. They
paint a picture of a peaceful world that is not ruled by power and domination,
but by trust, imagination, and the guidance of a child. The human rights cam-
paign therefore sees itself not only as a call to protect children, but also as an
invitation to learn from them—from their openness, their zest for life, and
their strong sense of justice.

The campaign motif underscores this attitude: a drawing by a seven-year-old
child expresses the message in an impressive and authentic way. It stands for
the conviction that children are not merely objects of care, but independent
subjects with a voice, dignity, and wisdom.

The theological interpretation of the campaign emphasizes that children are
both vulnerable and strong. They play, dream, question injustices, and show
courage and compassion — qualities that adults often lose. Their perspective
reminds us that safety is a human right and that communities change when
empathy guides action.

Commitment to protection and participation

In the three regions of the UEM, many children are exposed to serious risks,
including child labor, sexual violence, discrimination, social exclusion, and the
consequences of a lack of climate justice. At the same time, they show re-
markable resilience: they form friendships, comfort each other, and envision a
better future. Their voices make it clear that a consistent human rights-based
response is needed.
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The 2026 Human Rights Action therefore focuses on two inseparable commit-
ments: protection and participation. The goal is to create child-friendly
churches, safe communities, reliable protection structures, and cultures in
which children are heard, respected, and empowered. “Following the child,”
as Isaiah puts it, means taking children's perspectives seriously in theology,
advocacy work, and everyday life.

Throughout 2026, the campaign will be implemented through global and re-
gional activities, children's art and stories, advocacy measures, protection
training, and intergenerational dialogue. “The vision is clear: when children
lead us, power is redefined, fear loses its influence, and a more compassion-
ate world becomes possible,” says Thea Hummel.

About ,,UEM"”

The United Evangelical Mission (UEM) with offices in Germany, Indonesia and Tan-
zania is an international, equal communion of 39 members, including 32
Protestant churches in Africa and Asia as well as six Protestant churches and the v.
Bodelschwingh Foundations Bethel in Germany. The UEM consistently pursues a
holistic understanding of mission. This includes improving the living conditions of
suffering and disadvantaged people while respecting their personal dignity and
taking their cultural context into account.
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