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Introduction

How can the church become a place where children are welcomed, where they feel seen, heard,
safe and empowered - not just as the church of tomorrow, but as its living heartbeat today?
From November 11-16, 2025, eighteen pastors, practitioners and academics from Africa, Asia
and Germany gathered in Kuala Kurun (Gunung Mas, Central Kalimantan, Indonesia) for the
workshop “Towards a Child-Friendly Church.” Organized by the United Evangelical Mission
(UEM) and hosted by the Kalimantan Evangelical Church (GKE), the workshop brought to-
gether participants with a shared commitment: to strengthen churches as spaces where chil-
dren are seen, heard, supported, and protected, following the UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child (1989) and inspired by our Lord Jesus Christ, saying:

Let the little children come to me and do not try to stop them, for the kingdom of God belongs to
such as these. (Mark 10:14)

While the church is active in ministry, children are often overshadowed by adults. The motto
“Towards a Child-Friendly Church” therefore calls on the church to think beyond church service
alone and to build structures that fully integrate children’s participation, support and protection.

Throughout the workshop, we recognized that family life is changing all over the world. Many
families are under great pressure and face difficult everyday situations. In the middle of this
transformation, the church is called to listen carefully, to understand the real experiences of chil-
dren and families, and to rethink its ministry with them in creative and courageous ways.

What we learned from each other and together

Beginning in the local context of Kalimantan, where the workshop took place, speakers from the
GKE introduced us to the background of the church’s ministry and its commitment to become a
child-friendly church. From this starting point, the discussion broadened to include experiences,
challenges, and best practices from churches and institutions in Cameroon, the Democratic
Republic of Congo, Indonesia, Germany, Sri Lanka, South Africa, and Tanzania.

These discussions highlighted that, despite different contexts, churches worldwide face similar
challenges affecting children and families, including:

+ Economic and social challenges (e.g. poverty)

+ Unequal educational opportunities

+ Violence, including sexual harassment and abuse

+ Generational technology gap and social media use

* Risks like gambling and drugs

+ Parents under pressure, including young or overburdened parents, problematic expectations
+ Specific spiritual, emotional and religious needs of children and parents

+ A culture that undervalues or limits children’s participation
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Which perspectives we envisioned

Create meaningful space for children: Throughout the program, we recognized that children
are often seen as objects of ministry rather than active participants. Child ministry is frequently
isolated from other church departments and receives less attention. Churches need fresh ap-
proaches that not only consider the realities of families and children, their hopes, concerns, joys,
and challenges, but also actively involve children in decision-making and church life. Many
churches are aware of this need and ready to create meaningful spaces for children to partici-
pate (e.g. Child Forum).

Strengthen families and support parents: Families need to be strengthened as they are the
smallest form of church, where faith is shared, where prayers are offered, where the Bible is
read, and where Christian festivals are celebrated. Strengthening families strengthens the
church. Parents should be supported in fulfilling their responsibilities, regardless of the many
pressures they face.

Accompanying “milestones”: The church should walk alongside children through key life
events like birthdays, school beginnings and graduations, examinations, and other milestones.
Often, those who participate in church activities are considered church members. This way of
thinking needs to change. The church also needs to consider how it can become a part of family
life and support it.

Protect children: Churches must ensure that all children are safe and supported. This includes
raising awareness of child protection and wellbeing in church, advocating for children’s rights,
and collaborating with other stakeholders involved in child protection.

Our Key Recommendations

1. Establish clear safeguarding and child-protection policies in every church.

2. Cooperate with government institutions and civil society to protect children’s rights.
3. Train all staff and volunteers working with children.

4. Establish structures that enable children’s participation in decision-making

5. Support parents and strengthen families as the first space of faith formation.

6. Launch a UEM campaign promoting child-rights awareness and advocacy

Conclusion

Together, as a global community of churches and organizations, we affirm that a child-friendly
church is a whole-church commitment. Children and adults must be treated equally as an in-
tegral part of the church. As a result, children can actively engage and make contributions in
churches. It is intended that in the future, executive boards would consider child-friendly
churches and include children in the conversation. This journey is challenging and will require
courage, collaboration and deep love. But with our hearts, minds and hands united, we believe:
A safer, stronger and more hopeful church for children is possible.
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